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Welcome
Dear fellow residents,
This is the last edition of South
Northants Review as, after 47
years South Northants Council
itself will cease operations on
31 March 2021 and be replaced
by a new council covering a
wider area and providing a
broader range of services. The
new West Northamptonshire
Council will cover all our
current area as well as Daventry
and Northampton. It will continue to provide all the services
we currently offer, as well as the services for our half of
Northamptonshire currently offered by the County Council.
Although this is a big change – and we’ve been working on
getting ready for it for the last two-and-a-half years – you
should notice very little change to the public services you
receive. The vast majority of our staff will still be working at the
same offices or depots and carrying out the same duties on
1 April for West Northants Council as they did the day before
working for South Northants. Your bins will still be emptied on
the same days and by the same hardworking bin crews.
You can read more about the new council and what it means
for you on pages 4 and 5.
We also look back at the work done by South Northants
Council over the years.
We are planning to take everything we’ve learned and
achieved together over those decades forward into the new
council – whether that is our chart-topping recycling rates,
our support for businesses and communities in our two
market towns and many villages, or our efficient revenues and
benefits teams, and our determination to preserve the unique
local character of our area whilst supporting housebuilding
and new business growth.
The Coronavirus pandemic has been tough on everyone, and
although there is light at the end of the tunnel as more and
more vaccines are delivered, the battle isn’t yet over. That we
have endured this crisis together as well as we have, despite
the personal tragedies along the way, is a tribute to our sense
of community and how hard we have all pulled together as
neighbours.
I’d like to give my heartfelt thanks all our staff who’ve
worked so hard, and our elected councillors (of all political
persuasions!) who’ve come together to put the interests of
our fellow residents first.

Councillor Ian McCord
Leader of South Northants Council

All information correct at time of printing. Printed on
environmentally friendly paper from renewable sources.
When you have finished with this magazine please recycle it.
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I’d like to add my thanks to
those of Councillor McCord to
all our staff.
I’ve worked across the public
sector and in private industry,
and up and down the length of
the country, and I can honestly
say that this is a team of staff
who are second to none in
their dedication and passion for
public services, their efficiency
and their hard work.
Things are challenging working in any council, and as the
Coronavirus pandemic piled on more pressure, our staff
have responded admirably. Your bins have been emptied as
well as ever, despite our waste crews having to shift up to
1,000 extra tonnes of waste every month created in all that
extra time we’ve spent working at home. Our revenues and
benefits, finance and customer services teams have coped
efficiently dealing with a huge extra workload processing
grants. Our housing team has put a roof over the head of 100%
of rough sleepers who were badly at risk from the virus. Our
environmental health team have used their professional skills
helping businesses and care providers pick their way safely
through the challenges of the pandemic. Our planners and
licensing teams have managed to carry on business as usual
still delivering 95%+ of our usual services but in innovative
new ways. Our leisure team has used the enforced closure
time of our leisure centres well, refurbishing Towcester
Centre for Leisure which will reopen bigger and better once
conditions allow. Our communities’ team has supported a
huge community effort, working closely with voluntary and
community groups and town and parish councils so that no
resident was left without food or medicines through lockdown.
As I hand over responsibilities at the end of March to a superb
new West Northants Council chief executive, Anna Earnshaw,
I’d like also to thank all of the partners I’ve worked with in the
voluntary, community, public and private sectors. I’d also pay
particular tribute to the councillors of all political persuasions
elected to South Northants Council, and give my best wishes
for the future to all those that residents elect this May to run
the new West Northants Council.
Building on strong and stable foundations, I am sure that
the new Council and the area alike will go from strength to
strength.

Richard Ellis
Chief Executive, South Northants Council

Contact us
You’ll find many services available online at:
www.southnorthants.gov.uk. Alternatively, contact us on:
customerservice@southnorthants.gov.uk
General enquiries 01327 322322.

Households across South Northants
are being asked to take part in
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives
us the most accurate estimate of all the people and
households in England and Wales.
Census day is on 21 March, but households in South
Northants will now be receiving letters with online
codes explaining how they can complete their forms.
If you have not received one, please get in touch with
the census contact centre. You can also request a
paper questionnaire if you’d prefer to complete your
census that way.
People will also be able complete the census over the
phone with help from trained staff via the Office for
National Statistics’ (ONS) free phone contact centre.
The ONS is aiming to provide in-person support to
complete the census online through Census Support
Centres where it is safe to do so.
“A successful census will help give the best picture of
the needs of everyone living in England and Wales,”
Iain Bell, deputy national statistician at Office for
National Statistics, said.
“It helps us understand what our society needs now 		
and what it will likely need in the future.
		
We’ve had a fantastic response so far,
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with so many of you completing the questionnaire on
your laptops, phones and computers.
“It takes just 10 minutes per person to take part and if
you can’t get online, there are paper forms available
for those who need them. Now is the time to make
your mark on history.”
The census field operation will be rolled out in late
March and into April, following up with households
who have not completed their census form. They will
offer help and advice to those who need it and remind
people that their census response is required by law.
However, they will never enter a property.
All contacts with the public will be socially distanced
and field staff will be equipped with PPE in line with
government guidance. It will operate in much the same
way as postmen and supermarket delivery drivers have
worked during the pandemic.
Results from the census will be available within 12
months, although personal records will be locked away
		
for 100 years, kept safe for future 		
			generations.

For more information, and to find out how to get help, visit
census.gov.uk or call the contact centre on 0800 141 2021

All your services
under one roof!
From 1 April, the new West Northamptonshire Council will bring together
local services across Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire,
to make life that little bit easier!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waste/recycling collections and centres (tips)
Fly-tipping, litter and graffiti
Parks and open spaces
Anti-social behaviour
Housing and homelessness
Benefits
Libraries
Trading standards
Sports and leisure
Arts and heritage
Taxi, alcohol and events licensing

• Pollution, food standards, health
and safety
• Planning and building regulations
• Registering births, marriages and deaths
• Highways, including roads, street lights,
potholes and gritting
• Children’s and adult social services
• School admissions, meals and transport
• Car parks, parking permits and
blue badges
• Fostering and adoption

Get in touch with us from 1 April
www.westnorthants.gov.uk
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0300 126 7000

Dear Residents ,
On 1 April West Northamptonshire Council will
take over all the responsibilities formerly held by
Daventry District Council, Northampton Borough
Council, Northamptonshire County Council and
South Northamptonshire Council.
This marks the beginning of a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to make our public services more
transparent, responsive and value for money.
But more importantly they will be better equipped to
provide services which match the needs of the most
important people, you our residents.
Under West Northamptonshire Council you will be
able to access all your council services in one place,
from planning to recycling and everything in between.

system that will
quickly guide you to
the correct area.
You might be
wondering whether
all this change will
affect you and the
services you receive
from the council
and I would like to
assure you that you
will continue to get everything you need
from us as normal.
Your bins will be collected on the same day; sports,
arts and community facilities will remain open; housing
and benefits support will continue uninterrupted.

We have also created a new dedicated Children’s Trust
which will concentrate on providing vital support for
our young people countywide.

We have been working hard behind the scenes for the
last two years to ensure that we take this opportunity to
build a council you can be proud of, and that will make
West Northants a great place to live, work and thrive.

Our aim is for these changes to have a positive effect on
your ability to access whatever you need from your Council.

Yours sincerely,

We are making it easier for you to contact us with a
one-stop user-friendly website and a communications

Cllr Ian McCord

Leader of the West Northants Shadow Authority

Make sure you have a say at the elections for
the new West Northamptonshire Council
Residents in South Northants are being encouraged to
apply for postal votes for this spring’s local elections.
On Thursday, 6 May, elections will be held for the new
West Northamptonshire Council, which will replace
South Northants Council, Daventry District Council,
Northampton Borough Council and Northamptonshire
County Council from April this year.
Elections will also take place for Northamptonshire’s
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner and the 64 Parish/
Town councils in the South Northants area.
Work is underway to ensure that residents can cast their
votes safely during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, with
a range of COVID-safe measures being planned for polling
stations, alongside the other usual options to apply to vote
by post or by proxy (when someone votes on your behalf).
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If you want to vote in the elections by post, you can apply
now. The deadline for postal vote applications is 5pm on
20 April 2021.
To request an application form email
elections@southnorthants.gov.uk or call 01327 322350.
To vote in May’s local elections, residents must make sure
they are on the electoral register.
The deadline for registering to vote in time for the
elections is 19 April 2021. Registering to vote is a quick and
easy process and can be done online at:
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
You will need to provide your name, National Insurance
number and date of birth. Once your details have been
checked, you will be added to the Electoral register.

NB: All information was correct at time of print, but subject to Covid-related change.

10 ways you can reduce your carbon footprint
In March of 2020, we launched the Climate Change Challenge in South Northamptonshire
to help everyone understand the role they can play in tackling the climate change crisis.

As we start to make plans to re-build our lives and our economy following the impacts of the
Covid-19 pandemic, there are many voices calling for us to “build back better”. Every one of us can
play a part in making this happen and one way of doing this is to take better care of our planet.
Each month, the Climate Change Challenge has been focusing on different themes, offering information and
tips on actions you can take. In case you missed it, here is a re-cap of the 10 things you can do to help reduce
your carbon footprint:
1. What’s your environmental footprint?

Start off by finding out your individual carbon
footprint with the WWF Footprint Calculator www.footprint.wwf.org.uk
2. Learn how to ‘Slim Your Bin’

Cut down on how much waste you’re putting
in your bins by reducing, reusing, repairing and
recycling as much as possible.
3. Save every drop of water

From taking shorter showers to harvesting
rain, there are ways you can reduce your water
consumption at home and help protect this often
overlooked but extremely precious resource.
4. Eat your way to a healthier planet

Reduce the environmental impact of your food
choices, by purchasing locally sourced foods and
fewer processed foods or by introducing more
plant-based foods into your diet.
5. ‘Cut the Carbon’

Cut down transport emissions by making fewer
car journeys or consider opting for lower-carbon
alternatives such as electric cars, bicycles or even
walking where possible.
6. Avoid fast fashion,
learn to love your clothes

From tips on how to buy better, keep clothes lasting
longer and what to do when you no longer want
them, www.loveyourclothes.org.uk has lots of ideas
to help you make the most of your clothes.

6 SNC

review

7. Power down and save energy

Follow these great energy saving tips at
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk and learn how to
make your home more efficient and save money on
energy bills too.
8. Help us ‘Grow Your Future’

Learn how you can help improve and grow the
district’s biodiversity, from getting involved in tree
planting projects to making your own space for
nature at home.
9. Make a Climate Change Resolution

The new year is not the only time when you can
make resolutions. Any time is the perfect time to
commit to some of the ideas above and make the
planet a better place.
10. Spread the word

Add your voice to the many who say that the
time for action on climate change is now. Write
to your local MP, join an action group or simply
start conversations with friends and family on the
impacts of climate change.

For more information and tips
on the topics above, visit
www.southnorthants.gov.uk/
climatechangechallenge

Recycling tips for a greener Easter
With 80 million chocolate eggs sold in the UK every
year, that results in a significant increase of extra
waste to be collected during the Easter holidays.
If you want to save money or produce less waste this
year, here are some top tips for a greener Easter:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cut down on waste by choosing eggs with
minimal packaging
Recycle all cardboard and moulded plastic
packaging from your Easter eggs and place in
your blue recycling bin
Don’t forget the aluminium foil the eggs are
wrapped in can also be recycled. Simply
scrunch into a ball and put in your blue bin
If you usually send an Easter card, why not try
an e-card instead?
For any Easter cards you may receive, ensure
you tear off any glittery pieces or ribbons
before putting in your blue bin
Plan meals so you produce less food waste.
If there is, search for leftover recipes at
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com. Or, if all else
fails, use your silver food caddy to recycle any
leftovers or food waste.

For more information on how things are
recycled, visit: www.southnorthants.gov.uk/
wasteandrecycling

Extending your home
made easier
South Northants Council has made planning
an extension to a house quicker and easier
than ever before. Called a Local Development
Order, it allows extensions to the side or rear,
without having to go through the planning
application process.
A decision will be made within 10 working
days, instead of 8 weeks for a planning
application.
Find out more by searching ‘LDO’ on the Council’s home page.
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South Northamptonshire District 1974 - 2021
As a district council, SNC has been responsible for many of the services that are indispensable to
the lives of residents for nearly 50 years. As SNC moves into West Northamptonshire Council, we
look back at some of the key dates in its history…

1974
South Northamptonshire District Council (SNDC),
comprising the former Brackley Borough, Brackley Rural
District, Northampton Rural District and Towcester Rural
District, is born with 36 councillors representing 29 wards.
The first CEO is Colin Major and the first Chairman,
Councillor JE Grant-Ives.
A lease is taken out on 169A Watling Street and
Richmond Road school (right) is leased from the
Hesketh Estate for the council’s first offices.

1992
Towcester leisure centre is opened by HRH The Duke of
Gloucester.

2000

1979
The land on Brackley Road is purchased and will become
the new home for the council designed by the council’s
own architect, Don Adams.

1982

Tove Depot in Old Tiffield Road is opened and becomes
the permanent home for the council’s waste and recycling
services.

2011

The new Springfields offices are opened (above left) by the
Marquis of Northampton on 26 October.

1989/90
Brackley leisure centre is opened
by Geoff Cook, captain of
Northamptonshire Cricket Club.

SNC formally partners with Cherwell District Council and
Sue Smith (left) is appointed Chief Executive of the two
authorities along with a shared management team resulting
in a saving of £1.2 million per annum.

2015
SNC’s new headquarters, to be known as The Forum, is built
(left) as part as part of the Moat Lane regeneration scheme.

2019
Partnership with Cherwell is dissolved as a result of Local
Government Reorganisation and the creation of WNC.

2021
Moat Lane regeneration complete and recognised by the Royal
Town Planning Institute (RTPI) for Planning Excellence.

Time capsule marks moment in time for South Northants
Back in 2015 children from Towcester C of E Primary School and the Vision Youth
Café buried a time capsule on the former SNC council offices site at Springfields.
The children filled the capsule with pictures and letters about what it was like to be a
young person in Towcester in 2015. Some local writers also produced poetry and prose
inspired by the town that went in the capsule, which is due to be opened in 2065.

A Sense of Place
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For those keen to learn more about SNC’s past and the people involved, a book looking at
the history of South Northants Council from its inception to current day has been written by
renowned local historian Margaret Hawkins.
For details of how you can purchase your copy visit www.southnorthants.gov.uk/history.

Our unsung heroes –
a tribute to SNC’s waste
and recycling team
“Of all SNC’s services, waste collection is the one that
affects virtually every single household as well as many
businesses in the district.
“The ever-increasing need to reduce waste and to
recycle, along with associated high health and safety
demands, make this more of a science than a task. But
it is the crews – the drivers and loaders - who make
the service work at the sharp end and who work in
one of the potentially most hazardous environments –
particularly so during the Covid-19 pandemic.
“From the end of World War I, when bin collections
started in the UK, until the 2000s, little had changed
apart from the introduction of wheelie bins.
“In 2006, SNC was one of the first councils to introduce
a fortnightly free garden waste service; the green waste
being recycled into compost.
“At this time, there was an increasing need to cut waste
going to landfill, and recycling became an important
issue. This meant that items like bottles, tins, paper and
cardboard had to be collected separately. For SNC, the
first move was to give households black boxes for
cans, plastics and later cardboard, and green boxes
for newspapers, magazines and glass.

“In 2013, many of the SNC waste and recycling vehicle
fleet needed replacing and following a comprehensive
review of the service, a new system was launched in
the summer of that year.
“New vehicles were bought, fitted with the latest
equipment to facilitate the collection of the different
materials, and a blue wheelie bin was introduced to
take all recyclables. This included glass, cans, aluminium,
paper, cardboard and various types of plastic as well as
waxed cartons. Households were also given caddies for
food waste, to be collected each week.
“The waste and recycling system that SNC developed
has been a great success with the council regularly
being in the national top 10% of local councils for
recycling – with a rate of over 60% - and a satisfaction
rate in the high 90s from residents’ surveys.
“The Covid-19 pandemic has seen another side to the
dedication shown by the team who ensured services
continued to operate normally. From its start, work
patterns were adapted to minimise contact and
further precautions introduced for hygiene control.
“Their work ethic and dedication are second to none
and I am immensely proud of what has been achieved
through all the service changes that have taken place and
particularly through Covid-19. The resolve of our frontline operatives certainly makes them heroes in my book.”

Cllr Bambridge visiting a recyling facility where the contents
of your blue bins are separated into different materials and
eventually sent onto reprocessors.
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Cllr Dermot Bambridge,

SNC’s portfolio holder for environmental services

Supporting the community
South Northants Council has been supporting community
projects and voluntary groups across the district for the
past 6 years with financial funding. During
that time £5,692,410 in grants have been
given to over 270 projects.
The funding has supported both small community projects
and big scale projects such as new sporting facilities.
Councillor Karen Cooper, Portfolio Holder for Wellbeing at
SNC said: “We are always keen to help community groups
in South Northants to deliver vital services and support to
people across the district.
“As you can see from the below list, we have supported a
huge array of different groups and projects, all of whom are
doing great things for the benefit of our community.”

Here are some of the projects we have supported in
the past year:
Greener Communities
Adstone Old School Village Hall
Upgrading the heating and lighting systems with
modern, low energy equipment to substantially reduce
the energy consumption.
Towcester Women’s Institute
The planting of bluebells at the Watermeadows by
the Towcester Evening WI Gardening Team with
local primary school children. This project helped the
children emotionally and physical – according to the
ECOMINDS report from MIND.
Building Better Connected Communities
Good Neighbours Scheme
Supporting the start-up of a Good Neighbours Scheme
in Boddington and Deanshanger. These initiatives are
run by local volunteers to provide day to day support
to residents in the community who may require help
on an occasional or regular basis. For more information
on Good Neighbours Schemes visit
www.northantsacre.org.uk/good-neighbour-schemes
Community Transport Services
Our continued support of community transport
services allows residents to have access to services and
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facilities in the surrounding areas in which they reside,
which in turn supports the economic growth locally.
Ability; Towcester Area Door to Door (TADD); Brackley
Car Scheme; Cogenhoe & Whiston Parish Council;
Greatworth Community Transport Association
Community and Sports Facilities
By supporting the building of new facilities or the
maintenance of existing clubs and facilities, we are
helping residents of South Northants to lead long
and healthy lives.
Boddington Parish Council; Maidford; Mens Own; SNYE;
Yardley FC; Harpole Youth Club; Towcester Studio Band;
Eydon; Roade; Wootton Grange Bowls Club.
Health and Wellbeing
These projects all contribute to making people’s lives
better by improving their health and wellbeing and
ultimately their quality of life.
Citizens Advice Bureau; Daventry Contact; Stoke Bruerne
Canal Partnership; Renew Café; Racing Minds & Re-Solv.

Carrying on through COVID!
It’s safe to say we have all had a part to play in the ongoing pandemic, but we
felt it only right to pay tribute to the SNC staff and officers who have kept our
services running pretty much as normal during very abnormal times.
Our Waste and Recycling teams have worked right through the pandemic
delivering ‘service as usual’ to ensure waste and recycling collections continued.
Our Environmental Health and Licensing officers have been out and about helping businesses and ensuring that all
possible precautionary rules are being followed.
Our Revenues and Benefits and Finance teams have been busy supporting businesses and individuals alike entitled
to the range of new support measures funded nationally but administered locally, by SNC.
Our Housing officers have worked hard to avoid
homeless people living on the streets at a time that
would risk their lives.
Whichever area, everyone at SNC is working hard on
delivering as full a range of our usual services as possible,
which are essential to residents and businesses alike.
Rest assured this will continue as we transition to
become West Northants Council.

The Silverstone Experience is looking for volunteers
The Silverstone Experience is a family museum located at the home of British Motor Racing, which takes visitors on
a thrilling journey celebrating the past, present and future of Silverstone. Fascinating stories of human endeavour,
great sporting rivalries and engineering
innovation are told using state of the art
interactive displays and iconic film and
imagery that appeals to and entertains all
age groups.
The museum is looking for enthusiastic and
customer-focused volunteers to become
part of its welcome team. The role includes
talking to the public about the history of
the circuit and motorsport activities both
past and present, and helping them engage
with the exhibition. A prior knowledge of
or interest in motorsport is not essential.
For more information please email
volunteer@silverstone-experience.co.uk
or visit our website
www.silverstone-experience.co.uk
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Volunteers and staff outside The Silverstone Experience at the official opening

The Watermeadows enhancement project
South Northants Council
has embarked on a major
project to enhance the
Watermeadows in Towcester
and make it more accessible
for more people to enjoy.

The council bought the Watermeadows in 2009 with the help of the
West Northamptonshire Development Corporation (WNDC), and for
the first time this beautiful space was opened for the public to use.
Covering 60 acres, the Watermeadows were originally part of the
Easton Neston estate and are registered as Grade II in English Heritage’s
Parks & Gardens.

© Red Kite Network Limited

Councillor Dermot Bambridge, portfolio holder for environmental
services at SNC, said: “We have a proud history as a council of creating
and protecting the green spaces of South Northants and respecting
our village boundaries. Opening and preserving the Watermeadows for
the public is one of the projects I am especially proud of.

The works will focus on improving the visitor experience, accessibility
and recreation space at this already much-loved public space.
Each phase will be carried out considerately to respect the natural
environment and the
wildlife that live there.

© Red Kite Network Limited

Phase 1: We are creating a play and
picnic area near the Northampton Road
entrance, with improved pathways
and decking close to the Bury Mount
entrance.

“These works will now open up the space, in a respectful way, so that
many more people can appreciate the beauty of the Watermeadows.”

Phase 3: We are proposing to remove the dilapidated weir in
the River Tove to support river habitat and reduce the risk of flooding.
We will also be lowering the river embankments in the southern field to
support more wildlife.
Phases 1 and 3 of this project are part funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.
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Phase 2: We are putting
in a new 2-metre wide
pathway around the
northern field to allow
access for those with
mobility issues.

The Road to Moat Lane

Over the past 10 years SNC have completely transformed the Moat Lane area of Towcester.

What was previously a backwater of abandoned petrol station, derelict buildings and overgrown wasteland is now
high-quality housing, shops and a gateway to the Watermeadows. This is now preserved in public ownership and
open to everyone for the first time since SNC purchased it and opened it up to become both a wildlife habitat and
much used leisure space.
The Moat Lane regeneration project was highly commended at the 2020 Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) East
Midlands Awards for Planning Excellence.
Councillor Dermot Bambridge, SNC's portfolio holder for environmental services and Moat Lane Project Board
chairman, said: “This project is an excellent example of how planning can have a positive effect on our communities
and the environment and
how planners can use their
After
expertise and enthusiasm to
create inclusive, happy and
healthy places and spaces, whilst
protecting our heritage and
environment.”

Before

Preserving and improving parking for South Northants
The old Co-op car park in Towcester is due to be
renamed the Sponne Arcade Short Stay Car Park after
South Northants Council purchased the land last year.
The former Co-op supermarket off Richmond Road had
been unoccupied for some time and SNC were keen
to ensure the land remained as a car park, offering free
parking for residents and visitors.

The plans will also see the public toilets refurbished to a
high standard and opened after being closed for over
10 years.

The car park is being completely refurbished as part of
SNC’s plan to provide more and better parking in the town.

Councillor Phil Bignell, SNC portfolio holder for planning,
said: “Parking is so important to a town like Towcester.
By creating a safe, pleasant and convenient car park for
our residents and visitors to the town we are supporting
our many local businesses who depend on this footfall
for their survival.

The new layout will see an increase of spaces from 70
to 150 which will include 17 disabled bays, six motorbike
spaces and initially four electric charging bays, with scope
to increase as the demand for more charging points grows.

“We’ve made huge improvements to Towcester in recent
years with the Moat Lane regeneration, and I’m delighted
that we now have this exciting opportunity to improve
the town further.”
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Helping our residents lead active, healthy lives
South Northants Council has long recognised the
value of leisure in supporting community cohesion and
improving physical and mental health.

Brackley Leisure Centre

Local sport, leisure and physical activity services can
help people to live longer, healthier and happier lives,
which is why improving leisure facilities for residents has
been a key part of the council’s vision.
Of course, our Centres and fitness activities have all
been impacted by the pandemic, but our teams have
been working hard to stay connected with residents and
keep them active with online sessions, while restrictions
have been in place.

Following a major redevelopment in 2016, Brackley
Leisure Centre offers residents a 25m, six lane swimming
pool, a learner pool, pool viewing area and meeting
space, a spinning studio and a 110-station health and
fitness suite.

Councillor Karen Cooper, SNC’s portfolio holder for
wellbeing, said: “Our sport and leisure provision is one of
our most valued services and has an increasingly important
role to play in tackling rising levels of obesity and inactivity.

Towcester Centre for Leisure

“We have invested heavily over the years to make sure
our leisure centres are fit for the future and our Healthy
Communities team work hard to provide a range of
activities to suit all of our residents.”
SNC, in partnership with Parkwood Leisure, has recently
completed a £1.1m refurbishment of TCfL, which
included new changing rooms and a multipurpose room
for exercise and events, as well as extending the gym to
increase the area by 20%. The swimming pool area has
also been completely refurbished and a new spinning
room is being created.

In December SNC Activator, Kieren Westbury,
delivered active resource packs to every primary
school in South Northants. The free packs contained
game sheets and flash cards with activities for children
to help increase their enjoyment of being active.
Emma from Brackley C of E Junior School said: “The
pack is fantastic! There are so many activities that can
be used both within curriculum time and free play.”
You can find out more about the activities available
across the district on our website
www.southnorthants.gov.uk/HealthyCommunities

Active Sessions

From ‘Wildcat Football’ sessions for girls to the slower
paced ‘Walking Football’ aimed at men and women
over 50, our team of Activators have designed a range
of activities to help people maintain an active lifestyle,
whatever their age.

Keep on moving… Don’t forget we have a series of walking guides for South
Northamptonshire on our website that take you through our district’s

attractive villages and stunning countryside. www.southnorthants.gov.uk/walking
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SNC’s 11-year
commitment to
the Job Club and
local economy

SNC Job Club highlights

September 2012

Joe Montague was the 100th Job Club Member into work

The SNC Economic Growth Team has been successfully
running the Job Club since 2010, offering a vital lifeline to
many residents and local employers, helping more than
500 people into work.
SNC wanted this free service to respond to the needs of the
community and be a helping hand for all who needed it.
From offering a safe place for people to talk, to helping
people deal with redundancy or to start a business,
to upskilling and assisting with CV’s and preparing for
interviews – the SNC Job Club has grown over the years
to offer a range of services, including:
•
•
•

•

Support for schools with career advice
Guidance on training opportunities, apprenticeships,
internships and work placements
Bespoke recruitment support for employers. To name
a few, the Job Club has helped Screwfix, Amazon, the
Paisley Pear, Sainsbury’s, B&M, Barchester Healthcare,
South Northamptonshire Council, Cera Care and most
recently HS2 and the Northampton Gateway
An umbrella of support by collaborating with local
partners to enhance SNC Job Club services

SNC has always been dedicated to supporting the
economy and our fantastic local businesses; this is why
Leader Councillor Ian McCord has hosted an annual event
for all businesses to thank them for choosing South
Northamptonshire. The SNC Job Club actively connects
local employers to the skilled local workforce, directly
boosting the economy.
For more information, visit www.southnorthants.gov.uk/
jobclub or contact the Economic Growth Team on
01327 322230 or jobclub@southnorthants.gov.uk.

March 2015

Simon Russell was the 250th Job Club Member into
work securing a job at M J Gowling Ltd of Towcester

April 2016

Mike Parslow was the 300th Job Club Member into work
securing a job at South Northants Volunteer Bureau

September 2019

Jackie Heffer was the 500th Job Club Member into work
securing a job at Berrys in Towcester

February 2020

SNC Job Club celebrated 10 years in service
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Left: Cllr Ian McCord at his annual Open for Business event
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Northamptonshire Healthcare

#weareNHFT

NHS Foundation Trust

BRAND NEW HOSPITAL
BRAND NEW TEAM
We’re opening a purpose-built
community hospital in Brackley,
South Northamptonshire, and
we’re looking for outstanding,
compassionate staff nurses

just like you.

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE
FOR YOU,
WITH YOU

APPLY TODAY: www.brackleynhs.work
17 December 2019

Band 5 roles available, £3,000 incentive subject to Ts&Cs

