
 

Yardley Hastings Good Neighbours, Yardley Helping Yardley (YHY) Coronavirus 

Crisis Village Volunteer Support Network 

Report to Yardley Hasting Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 13th May 2020 

Over the weekend of 14/15th March 2020, Yardley Hastings Good Neighbours (GN) 

initiated a response to growing concerns about the coronavirus crisis and posted the 

following on the Love Yardley Facebook page 

Important Community Message 

Coronavirus and Good Neighbours' Scheme Support for those in Self Isolation 

The village's Good Neighbours Voluntary Transport Scheme is extending its services 
to provide support for those who need to self-isolate during the Coronavirus 
outbreak, by offering practical help with shopping, posting mail, collection / delivery 
of medicines and other essentials. We also propose to set up a 'buddy system', 
offering a regular friendly phone call for those in isolation. 

A leaflet will be delivered to every household this week, to identify those people that 
would like support, either now or in the future, and to recruit volunteers to help. 

If you would be willing to volunteer or need support, now or in the future, please 
contact Anita Morgan 696091 anitasmorgan@hotmail.co.uk or Debbie Smith 
696382 debs.yh62@gmail.com or reply to the leaflet you receive. 

 
Following the open Good Neighbours AGM on 17th March, a co-ordinating group for the 
“Yardley Helping Yardley" (YHY) initiative, which sits under the umbrella of the Good 
Neighbours Scheme, was formed comprising Simon Barter, Chris Bridge, David Danskin, 
Helen Gavin, Glenys Kennedy, Anita Morgan, Clive Reeder and Debbie Smith.  This group 
met on Wednesday 18th March and immediately initiated the following actions.   

1. Production of Group action plan  
2. A household leaflet to be delivered door to door by a team of volunteers, to establish 

the nature and level of help required and the number of volunteers available. 
3. Liaison e.g. with village organisations and businesses, Churches, Compton Estates – 

to explore joined up support, e.g. takeaway / delivery service, bulk buying of food   
4. The March Village Newsletter to be delivered 20/21st March to contain further 

information about "YHY" and a reprint of the household leaflet.  
5. The Group will issue a weekly news sheet (first edition on 27th March) with varied 

content e.g. beware of scams, changes to prescription services, what is open and what 
isn't, changes in shop opening hours, a pointer to the BBC Exercise and Church 
Service programmes for those self-isolating.  Delivery will be door to door. 

N.B. – Since the initial meeting, Dominic Goble has joined the Group and David Danskin is 
no longer an active member. 
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Development of Yardley Helping Yardley (YHY) to date. 

The expenses for administering YHY are being met by Good Neighbours. 

The Co-ordinating Group meets twice weekly by Zoom to determine actions; content for 
the weekly Village News Sheet; activities to help with mental and physical wellbeing and a 
response to matters as they arise. For example, the recent establishment of a Village Food 
Bank which was made possible by donations from residents.    

There was an amazing response to the appeal for volunteers and Yardley Helping Yardley 
currently has a team of 126 volunteers who, in a typical week, undertake between 150 and 
200 tasks to support village residents. Examples of tasks include   

a) Collection and delivery of prescription orders and medication 
b) Sourcing, shopping and delivering food and other items 
c) Writing, copying and distributing the weekly YHY Village Update.   
d) Posting letters, cards and parcels 
e) Collecting and delivering newspapers, magazines and hearing aid batteries 
g) Cooking and baking for A-Meal-goes to Amigos scheme.  The Amigos provide weekly 
sweet treats and hot meals for some of the village’s older self-isolating residents, key 
workers (e.g. NHS staff)  
h) Collection and delivery of vegetable boxes  
i) Administration of the book, jigsaw and DVD library and the associated delivery service 
j) Collecting and distributing Community Larder Food boxes and administering the Yardley 
Food Bank 
k) Making items for the NHS. Front Line Hero Bears, knitted hearts for ICU, headbands for 
face masks and wash bags for nurses    
l) Gardening, lawn mowing, putting out bins 
j) Phone Buddy calls 
k) Regular updating of the Love Yardley Hastings Facebook page 
 
The YHS Co-ordinating Group is also registered and in contact with the co-ordinating 
groups at both Northants County Council, South Northants Council and Northamptonshire 
ACRE. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


